[The incidence of consumption coagulopathy in liver cirrhosis].
DIC in patients affected by cirrhosis, accompanied by portal hypertension and splenomegaly, has been suspected in the past. The main aim of this study is to ascertain the incidence of this phenomenon. We carried out coagulation and fibrinolytic tests in 113 cirrhotic patients and 20 healthy control persons. We found chronic consumption coagulopathy at analysis level in 28 cases (24.8%) with a decrease of fibrinogen, factor V, kallikrein, platelets, prothrombin complex activity, increase of PDF, partial thromboplastic time and euglobulin lysis. 25 cases had active cirrhosis, with ascites, variceal bleeding and/or hepatic encephalopathy; 3 were non-active cirrhosis. Only 7 patients had clinical DIC. We observed that coagulation disorders increased with more active cirrhosis.